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NORTHWESTERN HIGH SCHOOL

SIC – SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES

December 12, 2016
The Northwestern High School Improvement Council met on Monday, December 12, 2016 at 6:00 P.M. at Northwestern High School in Rock Hill, South Carolina.  The meeting was called to order by Chair Ruth Walkup.  Fourteen members were in attendance. 
The November 14, 2016 meeting minutes were reviewed. A motion was made to accept the minutes. The motion was seconded and approved by the Council.
DATA REPORT 
Principal James Blake highlighted the Northwestern Data Report as disseminated in writing to the Council. The following was included in the information presented:

	AP
	2014
	2015
	2016

	Total AP Students
	379
	334
	300

	Number of Exams
	578
	516
	477

	AP Students with 3+
	136
	147
	133

	NHS Percent of students with 3+
	35.9
	44
	44.3

	State Average Percent of students with 3+
	58.6
	59.4
	58.9

	Global Average Percent of students with 3+
	61.3
	60.7
	60.2


	IB
	2014
	2015
	2016

	Total IB Students
	67
	75
	56

	Number of Exams
	183
	140
	170

	IB Students with 4+
	139
	109
	142

	NHS Percent of IB students with 4+
	76
	78
	84

	Number of Diploma Students
	23
	14
	18

	Number of Exams Awarded
	14
	5
	8


	EOC
	2014
	2015
	2016

	Algebra I
	79.17
	86.9
	78.3

	English I
	71.05
	72.4
	72.9

	Biology I
	80.74
	84.6
	85.7

	US History 
	79.31
	72.9
	75.5


	GRAD RATE

	2014
	2015
	2016

	
	83.4
	90.9
	85.7


This data includes occupational diplomas as failures. NHS has more occupational diploma track students for 2016 which accounts for decrease.

	Failure 2015 Q1 Failure Data
	# of Students in Grade
	# of Classes*
	# of F’s ˂70
	Percent of Classes

	Grade 9 
	500
	2000
	186
	9.30

	Grading Scale
	A=93-100
B=85-92

C=77-84

D=70-76

F=˂70
	
	
	

	Failure 2016 Q1 Failure Data
	# of Students in Grade
	# of Classes*
	# of F’s ˂70
	Percent of Classes

	Grade 9 
	503
	2012
	134
	6.66

	Grade 10
	489
	1956
	67
	3.43

	Grade 11
	431
	1724
	66
	3.83

	Grade 12
	479
	1916
	75
	3.91

	Total
	1902
	7608
	342
	4.50

	Grading Scale

Changed from Fall 2015
	A=90-100

B=80-89

C=70-79

D=60-69

F=˂60
	
	
	

	*This number assumes all students taking 4 classes.


Administrators will compare Fall Semester 2015 with Fall Semester 2016 once data is available. Information will be used to determine the effectives of PEAK. Human geography classes are of concern.
CLIMATE REPORT
Mrs. Dawn Pursley presented the Climate Report which was provided in writing. The report consisted of parents, students and teachers responses to a survey that was conducted during the 2015-16 School Year. The Council particularly discussed responses that were highlighted on the report. 

EQUITY COMMITTEE REPORT

Updates were provided regarding the District’s Equity Committee. There was much discussion regarding new programs in the district and the location of such programs/opportunities at particular schools. The Council determined that NHS needs to rebrand the school to emphasize the quality education and opportunities. Suggestions included expanding the term, “The Trojan Way.” School staff will explore options for creating a separate website and/or providing updates to the current NHS website. 
UPCOMING DATES: 
· Dec. 13, 2016 – ELA EOC

· Dec. 14, 2016 – Biology EOC 
· Dec. 15, 2016 – Algebra I EOC 
· Dec. 20, 2016 – Exams 3rd and 4th Blocks 
· Dec. 21, 2016 – Exams 1st and 2nd Blocks 
· 
Dec. 22, 2016 –Jan. 2, 2017 – Winter Break

· Jan. 2-4, 2017 – Teacher Workdays

· Jan. 5, 2017 – Students begin second semester

· Jan. 9, 2017 – SIC Meeting

Closing Comments  
Respectfully submitted,

Karen Brackett Browning
Karen Brackett Browning, Secretary

